
A-43 – dryer vent  (Rev’d 10/20/2014) 

CITY OF SANTA CLARA 
BUILDING INSPECTION DIVISION 
1500 Warburton Ave.  
Santa Clara, CA 95050 
www.santaclaraca.gov 

 Inspection Division:  (408) 615-2440 
Permit Center:  (408) 615-2420 

Automated Inspection System:  (408) 615-2400  
Fax:  (408) 241-3823 

Email:  buildinginspection@santaclaraca.gov 

CLOTHES DRYER AND MOISTURE EXHAUST VENTS (Per 2013 CMC) 

Installation:  

 The duct must be rigid smooth metal with smooth interior surfaces – corrugated metal not allowed. 

 Screws or other fasteners that will obstruct flow cannot be used (blind pop rivets OK). 

 Ducts may not pass through ducts or plenums. 

 The duct must be min. 4 in. diameter. 

 Closets intended for dryer installation require min. 100 sq. in. openings in or under door for makeup air. 

Length 

 The maximum combined horizontal and vertical length is 14 ft. which includes 2 90-degree elbows. A length 
of 2 ft. is deducted for each elbow in excess of two. Longer lengths are only acceptable with advance 
approval by the building department and in accordance with the dryer manufacturer’s instructions. 

Termination: 

 The duct must terminate on the exterior of the building at least 3 feet from other openings into the building 
and at least 3 feet from the property line. 

 The duct must terminate in a backdraft damper with no screen. 

Connection: 

 Flexible listed dryer transition ducts are allowed in lengths up to 6 feet between the dryer and the duct.  

 Transition ducts must be listed for the purpose; plastic flexible ducting is not acceptable. Transition ducts 
cannot be concealed within construction.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Not OK to 
terminate in 

attic or 
crawlspace 

UL listed connector 
6 ft. max. length 

and not concealed 
within construction 

Max. 14 ft. 

Backdraft Damper 

3 ft. min. from property line 
and from openings into 

building (504,5). Min. 3 ft. 
also recommended from air 

conditioning condenser. 

See CMC 504.3 for general rules for 
electric dryers, and 905.0 for gas dryers. 


